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1. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A method of preparing, transporting and 
dispensing food between a series of remote locations, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

preparing the food for consumption at a first location; 

apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays at the first location; 

stacking the trays in a manually maneuverable rack, and providing the 
rack with a predetermined stacking arrangement of particular dimensions; 

loading the majneuverabie rack onto a refrigerated vehicle for 
transportation to a second rembte location; 

transferring the maneuverable rack, at the second location, into a 
moveable receptacle comprising at least one of heating and cooling means, and the 
receptacle being configured toireceive at least one of the plurality of racks; 

relocating the moveable receptacle to a desired position; 

activating at leajst one of the heating and cooling means prior to 
dispensing of the food trays toiconsumers; 

dispensing the food trays to the consumers for consumption; 

collecting and re-stacking the trays in the rack situated within the 

receptacle; 

removing the at Ifeast one maneuverable rack [form] from the moveable 
receptacle for transportation of the rack back to the first location. 

2. (FIVE TIMES AMENDED) A method of preparing and transporting food for 
rethermalization comprising thfe steps of: 

at a ffrsl; location; 

preparing food; 

apportioning the [prepared food onto a plurality of travs: 
loading the plurality of travs. bearing the apportioned food, onto a 
manually maneuverable rack [for receiving and supportin g the plurality of travs in a 

predetermined alignment; 

providing a refriderated transfer vehicle for transporti ng the rack, loaded 
with the plurality of travs bearing the apportioned food, from the fi rst location to 
a second location soacted from the first location: 

-3- 


PAGE 4(9 * RCVDAT 6/27/2006 4:33:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-6I37 * DNISOTOO * CSID:603 624 9229 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02<36 


08/27/2006 16:31 FAX 603 624 9229 


DAVIS & BUJOLD, PLLC 


RECEIVED E005 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUN 2 7 2006 


09/928,546 REISSUE LITIGATION 

loading the rack, stacked with the plurality of travs. onto a refrigerated 
transfer vehicle for transportation to a second location; 

transporting the rack, containing the plurality of travs be aring the 
apportioned food, in the transfer vehicle to the se cond location; 
at the second location: 

transferring the rack from the transfer vehicle to a moveable receptacle 
at the second location: and ! 

rethermalizina the apportioned food while th e plurality of travs are 
supported bv the rack at the second location. 

3. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 2. further comprising the step 
of. following sufficient regeneration of the apportioned food at the seco nd location. 
distributing the plurality of tralvs bearing the apportioned food to a consumer for 
Consumption. 

4. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 3, fur ther comprising the step 
of utilizing the rack to recover the plurality of travs from the consumer, following 
consumption of a desired portibn of the apportioned food by the consumer. 

5. (AMENDED) The miethod as claimed in claim 4. further comprising the step 
of. following recovery of the bluralitv of travs from the consumer, transporting the 
recovered plurality one of travs back to the first location via us e of the rack. 

6-8. (CANCELED) 

9. (TWICE AMENDED]) The method as claimed in claim 2. further comprising 
the step of using a mobile trolley incorporating heating/cooling means as the receptacle 
to facilitate rethermalization oflthe apportioned food on the pluralit y of travs. 

10. (THRICE AMENDED) The method as claimed In claim 2. farther comprising 
thQ step Of using ppe of: 

a mobile trolley incorp orating heatino/coolina means as the receptacle: 
the mobile trollevicoupled in operable combination with a separate heating 

cooling means: and 

the heating coolirho means to facilitate reth ermalization of the apportioned 

food on thg polity pf frays, 
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1 1 . (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 2. further comprising the step 
of loading the plurality of travs.l each bearing a pportioned food, onto the rack Prior to 
transporting the rack, loaded wih the p lurality of travs bearing the apportioned food, to 
the second location bv wav of a transport vehicle. 

12. (TWICE AMENDEDD The method as claimed in claim 2- further comprising 
the step of placing the transported rack, loaded with the plurality of travs bearing the 
apportioned food, in storage oribr to rethermali zino the apportioned food of the plurality 
of travs. 

13-15. (CANCELED) 

16. (AMENDED) The rriethod as claimed in claim 2. further comprising the Step 
of using the moveable receptacle to dispense the plurality of travs. containing the 
apportioned food, to consumers for consumption with the ra ck contained within the 
moveable receptacle during dispensing of the plurality of travs. 

17. (TWICE AMENDED! The method as claimed in c laim 1 6. further comprising 
the step of. following consumption of the apportioned food bv the consumers, collecting 
the plurality of trays with the rack located within the movable r eceptacle. 

18. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 17. further comprising the 
steps of: 

removing the rack from the movable recepta cle following collection of the 
plurality of travs: and 

returning the plurality of travs and the rack b ack to the first location for 
reuse while leaving the receptacle at the second location. 
19-22. (CANCELED) , 

23. (THRICE AMENDED) The method of claim 32. the rack, having a 
predetermined stacking arrangement of particular dim ensions. 

24. {AMENDED! The method as claimed in claim 32. the heatin g system and 
the cooling system being either located in the receptacle or being demountablv coupled 
to the receptacle. 

25. (CANCELED) 

26. (AMENDED) Thel method as claimed i n daim 32. further comprising the 
step of: 
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dispensing the plurality of trays bearing the apportioned food to a 
consumer for consumption of the food. 

27. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 26. further comprising the 
step of: 

rejectin g the plurality of travs after the plurality of travs have been 
dispensed to a consumer for consumption of the food. 

28. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 27. further comprising the 
step of: 

returning the plurality of travs and the rack to the first location. 
29-31. (CANCELED) 

32. (FOUR TIMES AMENDED) A method of preparing a nd transporting food 
for rethermalization comorisinh the steps of: ^ 
apportioning food onto a plurality of travs: t/3j 
at a first location; 


loading the plurality of travs bearing the apportioned food onto a manually 
maneuverable rack for receiving and supporting the plurality of travs: 

loading the rackl containing the plurality of travs. o nto a refrigerated ^ 
transport vehicle for transportation to a remote location from the first location: 

transporting the! rack, containing the plurality of travs bearing the ^ 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location: O 

at the remote Ration: ^ 

after the rac k has been transported to the remote location in the transport 
vehicle, transferring the rack from the transport vehicle to a moveable receptacle. 

the receptacle bfeing configured to receive at least one rack: and 

activating at leafet one of a heating system and a cooling system to 
regenerate the apportioned food on the Plurality of travs on the rack that is positioned 
in the receptacle. 

33-40. (CANCELED) j 

41. (TWICE AMENDElh) J\\e method of claim 32. the manually maneuverable 
rack lacking anv heating and tooling means and the moveable receptacle having a 

heating means and a cooling means. 
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42-49. (CANCELED) 

50. (PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED) The method of claim 32. further including the 
step of relocating the moveableireceptacle to a desired location afte r the rack has been 
transferred from the transfer vehicle to the moveable receptacle. 
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